The existing federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act prohibits the use of unnecessary and avoidable poisonous or deleterious substances in our food supply and provides for the establishment of safe tolerances for those which are necessary or which cannot be avoided in good manufacturing practice. Legislation pending before Congress would remove the outright prohibition of toxic chemicals in foods, regardless of amount, and adopt the concept of establishing tolerances for harmless amounts of toxic materials in foods, where there would be an advantage to justify such additions.
The several bills introduced in Congress vary in many respects. A basic question is whether the safety decision is to be made administratively before the chemical additive may be marketed, subject to the safeguards of administrative hearing and judicial review on the scientific record, or whether, if the opinion of the enforcing agency evaluating the additive is adverse, the sponsor of the chemical should be free to market the potentially harmful product subject to the risk of injunction or other legal action by the government. $690,000 has been appropriated, which will be granted to the schools at the rate of $6,000 annually for five years for each appointed scholar. Seven of the scholars represent internal medicine, four, pediatrics, three each biochemistry and surgery, two, physiology.
During the nine years of the "Scholars in Medical Science" program, 181 faculty members in 69 medical schools have been helped "up the academic ladder" with total appropriations of nearly five and a half million dollars.
